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Agaid Class 8 - Lesson 11
Nabuwwat — Prophethood

The infallibility of the Prophets - [Ismat ul-anmbiya] - 1

Another distinguishing feature of the Prophets of Allah is that they were all infallible and
perfect human beings. The Arabic word to express this unique quality is, Ismat,
meaning, immunity from committing a sin or making a mistake. Thus, every action of the
Prophet is always accurately correct and can not be questioned for verification.

Quran has ascertained that prophets never do anything out of their own desire or under
any pressure. They always strictly follow Allah’s Commandments, whether they do
anything in private or in public.
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“He does not speak out of his own desire.” (53:3)

Another strong proof of infallibility of the Prophet is that Allah Taala has asked all
mankind to follow the footsteps of the Holy Prophet (sws) without any reservation. This
Divine command in itself is a valid proof that His prophets always do the right things,
and there is no chance of any kind of error.
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“Say: if you do love Allah, follow me. Allah will love you.” (3:31)

Thus, from the Quran and also by common sense, the Prophet is totally free from all
kinds of indecencies and human errors.

What is a difference between Prophet and a common man?

In physical appearance, all prophets (Nabis, Rasuls and Imams) were like common
human beings. They all have the same body as we have, same needs as we have, i.e.,
they used to eat food, they used to drink water, they used to sleep and rest, they
married, they had children, they died after certain age etc. But despite these many
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common characteristics, all Prophets were highly elevated souls with special signs and
extraordinary characters. Quran has described this unique combination of similarity and
difference of the Prophet’s personality.
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“Say: | am only a man like you, (but) it is revealed unto me that your God is but one
God.” (18:110)

From this verse of the Holy Quran, we can infer two important facts of their personality.

- That in general physical appearance, Prophet is not different from common
human beings, but he is wholly like them.

- But with all this bodily resemblance, he also receives Divine revelations. This
additional and exceptional quality of the Prophet, i.e., capability of
communicating with God (there is no god but Allah Taala), which no ordinary
human being can do, makes him indescribably higher than all human beings.
This difference is beyond any imagination.
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Agaid Class 8 - Lesson 12
Nabuwwat — Prophethood

The infallibility of the Prophets - [Ismat ul-anmbiya] - 2

The exceptional quality of the prophet, i.e., prominently like a common man but
remarkably different from man, is not a mystery or unusual. We can explain it rationally
and scientifically with the following few examples.

Similarity and dissimilarity of diamond and charcoal.

Every student of chemistry knows this fact very well that pure carbon occurs in nature in
four entirely different forms - diamond, graphite, carbon black (amorphous carbon) and
fullerenes. This means that as far as the chemical composition of carbon black
(charcoal) and diamond is concerned, they both are utterly the same. Diamond is made
up of almost entirely of carbon. And black charcoal (common wood charcoal) consists of
mainly carbon. So, there is no dispute or argument when we say that diamond and
wood charcoal are basically the same (pure carbon), but remarkably different in value
and worth.

This is a scientific fact which no one can deny. But, can we exchange diamond with
coal? Can we present a wedding ring made up of black charcoals to our newly married
wife telling her that basically it is the same as diamond? Despite the basic similarity of
origin (i.e., both are basically carbon), diamond and charcoal are totally different.
Diamond is extremely costly and charcoal is petty cheap. Diamond is the hardest and
most lasting substance while charcoal is easily breakable and powdery.

Exactly in the same way, we can understand the similarity and difference of the
prophets, Imams, and common people. They all are basically the same - humans, but
remarkably different in character and values.

If anyone quotes the above verse of the Quran and say that Prophets and Imams are
just like us, than they are not acting sensibly and lacking the knowledge about the facts
on the prophets and Imams.

Apart from this pure scientific argument, we can also show great differences among the
people living around us. Some are highly educated, intelligent and extremely rich while
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others are uneducated, dull, and badly poor. Basically, they all are the same, but in
actuality, there is a world of difference.

Why Prophets were human beings and not the angels?
This question was asked by the people of many Prophets. Quran has given a very

rational explanation to this argument.
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“Nothing prevents men from having faith when guidance is revealed to them but the
excuse: Why Allah has sent human being as an apostle?
Say: Had the earth been safe place for angels to dwell in, We would have sent forth to
them an angel from heaven as an apostle.” (17:94)

The answer is very simple and clear. A beautiful explanation of this question has been
given by M.J. Chirri in his monumental book ‘Inquiries about Islam’, which says;

A prophet is an example to mankind. He should share with them the same nature, the
same ability, and the same limitation. An attractive example to the prophet must be
obtainable. It must have the capability of including the people to follow it. Should the
prophet be from a different nature, people will not attempt to follow his example. A
relative perfection shown by a prophet should be possible for his followers. Should a
human being show me a high degree of virtuous life, | may be tempted to try to attain
that degree. He and | are humans. What is possible for him is possible for me. But if an
angel shows me a high degree of morality, | may not attempt to follow his example.
What is possible for him may be impossible foe me; he is not from the same nature.

There is another reason to believe that mankind should receive human prophets: We
have advanced that a prophet is expected to substantiate his truthfulness by showing
people unusual performance. By doing so, people would know that he is empowered by
God because what he does is beyond his natural ability. This will not work if the prophet
is not human, let us say an Angel. A human prophet may, for example, show his
truthfulness by taking an unaided flight. Should an angel do the same, it will not
demonstrate his natural ability, since he may not be affected naturally by gravitation.

“Indeed (there) is for you in the Apostle of Allah (Muhammad sws) an excellent pattern
(of conduct).
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Agaid Class 8 - Lesson 13

Imamat — Leadership

Is it rational to believe that Prophet did not say anything about his succession?

Shia Standpoint

All Shia scholars strongly believe that The Holy Prophet (sws) had clearly mentioned
about his successor in major public meetings. There is a long list of recorded events in
history which reveal that Prophet did declare the name of his successor. Thus, from
Shia standpoint, if anyone rejects or doesn’t recognize the legitimate successor of the
Holy Prophet, then it is an open challenge to the authority of the Prophet and a clear
defiance of Divine law. This is definitely a grave sin. If someone does it knowingly and
deliberately, then he will be ousted from the Muslim community on account of
committing Kufr

Is it rational to believe that Prophet did not say anything about his succession?
Now let’s analyze sincerely and rationally the Sunni’s standpoint that the Prophet did
not say anything about his succession.

* Argument

Did the Holy Prophet, who had given the Muslim world a written constitution of an ideal
government, a perfect curriculum of education, a comprehensive program of dynamic
life, ignore the most consequential issue - the issue of succession?

Did the Holy Prophet not imagine the inevitable crises of leaving a newly established
Muslim community, composed of different tribes - Bani Hashim, Bani Umayyaah,
Adiyya, Taym, Aws and Khazraj, without a leader?

A man of rational thinking can not digest the Sunni’s viewpoint that the Prophet who
was preparing his Ummah to deal with confidence all the minor and major problems
which they might face in future after his death until the day of Qiyamat, will leave the
most important and immediate question of succession untouched and without some
prominent guidelines.

It is absolutely impossible and beyond imagination that the Prophet who was telling his
people all about the events that will happen after their deaths, did not realize himself
what would happen after his death if he would not appoint any person as his rightful
successor.
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History reveals that Hazrat Abu Bakr, who was appointed by his people as the First
Khalifa, did not leave the Muslims without clearly mentioning about his successor. It has
been reported that while he was on his deathbed, he dictated his will about his
successor in clear words which were as follows.

“I appoint Umar bin al-Khattab as commander and ruler over you; pay heed to his words
and obey him”.

Hazrat Umar, who was appointed by Hazrat Abu Bakr as the second Khalifa, did the
same thing before his death. When Umar was fatally stabbed by a person, and he
realized that he can not survive, he quickly made a committee of six members and gave
them full guidelines about the issue of succession in order to make a successor of his
choice.

These two well recorded cases of history reveal that none of the Khalifa allowed the
Muslim Ummabh to appoint anyone of their choice as Khalifa to rule over them.

If this is the case in which historians have no dispute, then why the Holy Prophet (sws),
who was the most responsible person, left a suffocating vacuum after him and didn’t
appoint anyone and even did not say anything about his successor.

The issue of immediate take over of the government after the death of the Head of State
is so important that all countries have complete guidelines for this to use if it happens.

For exapmle, when President Kennedy was shot dead during his state visit in Texas,
Vice President Johnson, who was with him, took the oath of the office of the president
before the Kennedy’s dead body arrived at the airport of Texas from the hospital. At 1.00
Kennedy’s death was officially declared and at 2.39 p.m., US District Judge Sarah T.
Hughes arrived at the Texas airport by a special flight to administrate the oath of office
to the new President. President Johnson took the oath as the new President of the
United States in the airplane before take off to Washington.

Thus, it would be impossible to give any acceptable explanation by Sunni scholars to
justify their standpoint rationally.

On the contrary, the fact [as Shia believe] is that, the Holy Prophet took the matter of
succession as seriously as it was demanded on Divine standard. He informed the
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Ummah about his plan of succession at many occasions, both formally, and informally,
in words and by action, leaving no room for any kind of confusion, or misinterpretation.
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Agaid Class 8 - Lesson 14
Imamat — Leadership

Second Case

It has been resolved by reasonable arguments that the Holy Prophet (sws) has clearly
mentioned about his successor. Now the second important part of the discussion is that
whom he appointed as his successor. There are numerous ahadith in which Prophet
has clearly mentioned the name of his successor who was none other than Hazrat Ali
(as). One of the undisputed hadith which is unanimously accepted by all Muslims is as
follows;

“Ali holds the same position with me as Haroon did with Musa, except that no
Prophethood would continue after me”.

This hadith is present in Saheeh Bukhari, chapter 14, p 387, and Saheeh Muslim vol. 2,
p 278. These two books are the most authentic books of Sunnis. Thus this hadith has
been recognized by all Sunni scholars as a true hadith.

Official announcement of successor.

The Holy Prophet made a public announcement about his successor in fully official
manner while he was returning from his last Hajj i.e., just few months before his death in
a gathering of 120,000 Muslims.

This announcement was made in response to the Divine Order revealed to him at the
place called Ghadir Khumm. In the Holy Quran, Allah addresses His Messenger:
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“O Messenger of Allah, convey to mankind the command that Allah has sent to you. If

you do not do so, you will not have conveyed the prophetic message. Allah will protect
you from the harm men might cause you.” (5:67)

Just after the revelation of Divine Command, The Holy Prophet asked all the Muslim to
stop and make appropriate arrangement to make this announcement publicly. After
performing the Zohr prayer, The Holy Prophet (sws) stepped towards the pulpit which
was placed for him in the middle of the Muslim crowd.

The Holy Prophet (sws) than began his speech by first thanking and praising Allah
Subhanahu taala and said:

“O people, | will soon be responding to the call of my Lord and departing from your

midst. | will be held to account, as you too will be. Will you not bear witness that there is
none worthy of worship other than Allah, the One and Unique?
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Do you testify that Muhammad is His servant and messenger? Are not paradise, hellfire
and death all realities ?

Is it not true the day of requital and resurrection will definitely come, and that Allah will
restore to life those who are buried in the ground?

Multitude of Muslims gathered there responded with one voice: “Indeed! Ya Rasul Allah
We bear witness to all what you said”.

After this short speech relevant to this message, the Holy Prophet then called Hazrat Ali
and focused him in a way that every body could see his shining face and then the
Prophet said: “Of whomsoever | am the guardian, Ali is also his guardian.O Allah, love
whomsoever who loves Ali, and be the enemy of whomsoever is Ali's enemy.”

After completing his speech, the Holy Prophet (sws) requested the audience to convey
this message to all those who were not present there.

This was a very clear indication that Hazrat Ali is his successor and he will be
responsible for every thing in this capacity. This declaration of the Holy Prophet has
been recorded in most of the Shia and Sunni authentic books of history and ahadith.

It is also mentioned in history books that, soon after this explicit official declaration of his
successorship in favor of Hazrat Ali(as), Umar came to see Ali and offered his
congratulation in the following words :

“O Son of Abu Talib : May you be blessed, from now on you have become for ever the
Master of every faithful man and women”. ( Mishkat vol., P. 122))

Just after the compliance of Divine Command, the last verse of the Holy Quran was
revealed to the Holy Prophet (sws)
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“Today | have perfected for you your religion, completed for you My bounty, and chosen
Islam for you as religion.” (5:3)

According to the renowned historian Al- Yaqubi, “This verse revealed at Ghadir Khumm,
was the last verse to be revealed to the Most Noble Messenger of Allah.”

Thus at this very occasion and at several other different occasions and in many different
ways, the Holy Prophet told the Muslim Ummah that Hazrat Ali (as) is his successor.

However, all Sunnis believe that Hazrat Abu Bakar, Umar, Osman and Ali (as) were the
Khalifa i.e. successor of the Holy Prophet (sws) one after the other. But all Sunni
Scholars without any difference of opinion agree that all these Khalifa were appointed
by the public i.e., people of their times and were not nominated by the Holy Prophet.
Thus, this kind of Khilafat can not be considered as Khilafat-e- llahia, i.e., the
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vicegerency of God which is bestowed by Allah Himself and could never be the choice
of the people. The Khalifa appointed by the people can be a political leader or a king.
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Agaid Class 8 - Lesson 15

Qiyamat — Doomsday

Why the Doomsday will be indescribably a horrible day?

The earth is a planet out of the nine planets of the solar planetary system. The sun is
one star out of billions of stars in the Milky Way. The Milky Way is just one galaxy out of
billions of galaxies floating in the universe.

There are more than 200 billion [200,000,000,000,000,000,000.] stars in the universe.
Many of these stars are bigger than the sun. The sun is only a medium-sized star, but
its diameter is more than 100 times the diameter of the earth.

The Doomsday will be a universal event in which billions of galaxies and their trillions of
stars along with their planets, satellites and all other kinds of heavenly bodies will collide
with each other and will ultimately come to an end with high explosion. Both, Quran and
science explain how all this will happen in a chain-reaction immediately after the Soor is
blown.

A star is a huge ball of gas. The sun is also a star like other stars in the sky. It looks
different from other stars in its size and brightness because it is the only star which is
very near to our earth - 150 million Km. The other billions of stars are so far away that
they appear to be like phosphorescent dots. We can hardly imagine the great size of
these stars. They look like the tiny dots of light because they are billions of kilometers
away from us. For example, the nearest star - other than the sun - is more than 40
million million kilometers away. The fastest Jet would take a million years to fly that far.
But even this great distance is only one-billionth the distance to the farthest stars.

Stars produce nuclear energy by changing hydrogen into helium through a series of
nuclear reactions. This is just like the explosion of atom bomb. Billions and trillions of
atoms are exploding every second in sun and in other stars producing tremendous
amount of energy.

It is a great mercy of Allah Subhanahu taala and His Hikmat that He equipped the light
to travel without a material medium but did not fit out the Sound Waves to travel in this
way. Thus, by His mercy, the residents of earth receive only light from sun and not the
horrible sound of nuclear reactions.
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The First Soor

The great natural events that will occur on the planet earth and in other parts of the
cosmos will start with the Soor - The Divine Alarm. It would be a bugle raised by a
special angel - Hazrat Israfeel, who has been appointed by Allah (swt) to declare the
Doomsday.

The bugle will be an indescribably high - pitched sound which will be heard by everyone
as if it were near and will make all resident of the earth instantly unconscious for some
time. A series of earthquakes of extremely high intensity, massive volcanic eruptions on
earth, and gigantic thermonuclear explosions in the solar system and in other heavenly
bodies will combine to bring the following chaotic changes in the universe.
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“One Day We shall remove the mountains, and thou wilt see the earth as a level stretch,
and We shall gather them, all together, nor shall We leave out any one of them. [18:47]

Other Quranic Reference :
[18:49, 20:102, 23:101, 27:87, 30:25, 36:51, 38:51, 39:68, 50:20, 50:42, 69:13, 74:8,
78:18, 79:13-14.]

The loudness of the Sound of the Soor will make everyone in the heavens and the
earth unconscious.

Sound is produced by vibrations of certain object. The intensity of a sound depends
upon the amount of energy flowing in the sound wave. At a given frequency, the more
intense a sound is, the louder it seems. Sound of 140 decibels produce severe pain in

the ear and can damage the tissues. A supersonic jet airplane creates shock waves
which is 130 decibels at close range. No one can imagine the intensity of the Soor and
its immense vibrational pressure. The loud noise, known as a sonic boom, of the Soor
will sweep over the vast universe. All who are in the heavens and earth shall fall down

fainting except those who will be spared by Allah’s mercy.
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“On that day the Trumpet shall be sounded and all who dwell in heavens and earth be

seized with fear, except those whom Allah will be pleased (to exempt). All shall come to
Him.” (27:87)

Other Quranic Reference :
[22:2, 52:45 27:87, 39:68,]
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Agaid Class 8 - Lesson 16

Qiyamat — Doomsday

The earth will burst and will be leveled flat.

It is more likely to happen due to bursting of the earth’s interior explosive materials.
There are millions of tons of molten lava inside the earth. According to the modern
geologists, the earth is gradually contracting since its beginning. As the earth is
constantly contracting, its internal pressure is also continuously rising. At its climax,
when it can no longer hold back its internal pressure, the earth will explode like a bomb.
This theory is supported by the Holy Quran.
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“See they not? How We are reducing the earth gradually, from all its sides.”( 13:41)

As the Quran has told us 1400 years ago, the modern geologists have also reported in
their recent findings that the earth has been shrinking in size since it came into
existence 4.5 billion years ago. This shows that like living species, the earth is also
approaching its end with its age.
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“They wait not but one blast, which will surprise them, while they are disputing.” (36:49)

The continuous powerful earthquake can also level the earth. Earthquake greater than
8.5 on Richter scale can level the skyscrapers and huge mountains. A severe
earthquake may release energy 10,000 times as great as that of the first atomic bomb.
Rock movements during an earthquake can make rivers change their course.

Quranic Reference : [ 36:51, 50:44, 54:7, 70:43, 79:13, 82:4, 99:6, 100:9, 18:4,
84:3,84:4-5,99:2]

The gigantic mountains will fly like dust particles.

Massive earthquake, volcanic eruptions, and continuous showers of meteorites will grind the huge
mountains into pieces. Prof. SB Mahmood gives some other explanations of how the gigantic
mountains like Himalayas and Kilimanjaro will become like carded wool. According to him, this is
likely to happen due to the increased centrifugal forces acting on the body of the earth. The increase

Page | 39 Aqaid — Class 8 Www.imamia.org



in the magnitude of centrifugal force will be due to the increasing speed of rotation around the axis
and on its orbits. First the mountains will break apart, and then, they will be thrown around like the
projectiles from a potter's vessel. Another possible explanation rendered by him is that the earth may
explode like a powerful bomb by its massive internal pressure.

“The mountains which you see to be firm will pass away like clouds. Such is the Might of Allah, Who
has rightly perfected all things. He has knowledge of all your actions”. (27:87)

Quranic Reference : [18:47, 20:105-107, 27:88, 52:10, 56:5-6, 69:14, 70:9, 72:10, 73:14, 77:10,
78:20, 81:13, 101:15.]
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Agaid Class 8 - Lesson 17

Re-appearance of Imam Mehdi (as)

A powerful Empire behind the iron curtain - 1

We know that all the prophets were sent by Allah (swt) to guide the mankind in natural
way. They all were human beings. They all lived in a natural way like other ordinary
human beings. Our 12th Imam is also living in occultation in conformity with the normal
sunnah of the prophets and his eleven predecessors.

The Holy Prophet (sws) and all 11 Imams (as) had married women and had many
children from them. Despite the very short life span of the Imams, and mass killing of
saadat, a great number of sayyed exist today.

The 12th Imam must also have married. The Holy Prophet (sws) was granted by Allah a
special provision of marrying more than 4 wives at a time because of some good
reasons. We don’t know if our living Imam is also having such provision of marrying
many wives at a time to raise a large population of momineen.

In any case, viewing his extremely long life span, we can genuinely imagine a large
population of people in his generation. He must be living with millions, if not billion, of
people from his own long chain of generation progressed in more than 1000 years. This
population must be steadily increasing day by day in the dominion of the Holy Imam.

This is not merely a hypothetical guess work. There are some remarkable clues in
support of the speculation that there exists a powerful invisible country somewhere in
the world.

There are reliable traditions reported by great Shia scholars about the huge number of
inhabitants living in a group of islands known as the JAZIRATUL KHADHRA (The Green
Island). These islands are totally cut off from the rest of the world by a large sea known
as Bahrul Abyadh (White Sea).

There is a long story narrated by Muhammad bin Ali Alawi Hussaini, reported in an
authoritative book Al - Najmus Thagqib. In this story, a reliable person tells in full detail,
how he happened to visit these islands totally governed by the Imam Zaman (as). He
told that there are large cities in these islands, highly developed and advanced. The
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names of these cities mentioned in the book are as follows: (1) Mubaraka. (2) Raequa.
(3) Sophia. (4) Zaloom. (5) Panatis.

There are also some other authentic reports confirming the existence of a huge empire
of Al- Mehdi(as).

There are also some other reports by Non-Muslim news agencies disclosing the
mysteries of these islands. These reports got a blaze of publicity throughout the world.
International magazines, newspapers, radio and television gave substantial coverage to
these reports. The encyclopedias and World Books have also endorsed these reports in
full detail. We are giving here a report from the World Book Encyclopedia.

“There is a group of islands, known as Bermuda Triangle, in the southeastern coast of
Florida where many ships and airplanes have disappeared. However, commercial and
military crafts cross this area safely every day.

Many people believe the disappearances in the Bermuda Triangle have taken place
under mysterious circumstances. Only a few captains or pilots radioed distress
messages. The first recorded disappearance of a United States ship in the Bermuda
Triangle occurred in March 1918, when the U.S.S. Cyclops vanished.

On Dec. 5, 1945, a squadron of five US bombers disappeared, and a sea-plane
vanished while searching for the aircraft.”

There are many other reports confirming many other such incidents of this nature
occurred in this area.

These islands cover about 1,140,000 square kilometers area which is bigger than
France, Germany, Greece, japan, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland and many other
countries of the world. These reports show that a powerful system is working in this part
of the world which can capture, destroy or jam the most advanced ships and aircraft of
the world.
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Agaid Class 8 - Lesson 18
Third Phase of Our Existence Life After Death

What happens after death?

From medical point of view, a person whose breathing and heartbeat has completely
stopped is considered dead.

Many changes occur immediately after death. For example, the temperature of the body
drops to that of its surroundings, the muscles of the body become stiff, the circulation of
the blood stops and produces reddish-purple discoloration in the lowest part of the
body, and finally the bacteria and other tiny organisms grow on the corpse and cause it
to decay. So, there is no dispute or doubt that death is the end of worldly life.

But we believe that a human being is made-up of two components. i.e., organic body
and non physical soul. Thus, death is the termination of organic functions. We can say
death is caused by the separation of soul and body or we can also say, the separation
of soul and body causes death. So death is the end of organic life but not the absolute
end of whole life. This means that there is some kind of life after death and death is
simply a major change in the present kind of life.

This is true. The entire edifice of Islam is based on this fact that death is not the end of
life but it is a sharp turning point from where another kind of life begins. A large number
ahadith and Quranic verses are there which clearly explain the philosophy of life and
death. If we understand them correctly then we will realize that life in this world has a
direct effect on the life after death. We are told to do good preparation in this life for
the next life.

The Holy Prophet (sws) and Imams have explained the repercussion of this life on the
life after death in the following words:

“You have not been created to perish, but to remain for ever; only you will be transferred
from one home to another; and the souls in the bodies are (like) prisoners.” (Holy
Prophet)

“Death is one of the three things happening (to the dying person), either it is a good
tiding of eternal bliss, or bad tidings of eternal punishment, or there is obscure
uncertainty so that he does not know in which category he will be grouped.” (Hazrat
Imam Ali)

“(Death is) the greatest happiness which comes to the believers, when they migrate
from the house of misery to the eternal bliss; (it is) the greatest disaster which befalls
the unbelievers, when they go from their paradise (i.e., this world) to the fire which will
never be extinguished and will never burn itself out.” (Hazrat Imam Hassan)
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“Death is nothing but a bridge which takes you from difficulties and troubles to the vast
paradise and everlasting bliss. So among you who would dislike to transfer from the
prison of the world to the paradise” (Hazrat Imam Hussain)

“It (Death) is for the believer like removing a dirty cloth and like removing heavy
shackles and chains, and to take the finest and best cloths, or finest horses and most
lovely abode” (Hazrat Imam Zainul Abideen)

“Death is like sleep that comes to you every night, but this is a sleep which is very long
and there is no awakening but on the Day of Resurrection.” (Hazrat Imam Muhammad
Baqar)

“Death for a believer is like fragrant breeze, by smelling which he becomes revived and

every trouble and sorrow is removed from him. And for unbelievers, it is like snake-bite
and sting of the scorpions and even worse.” (Hazrat Imam Jafer-e- Sadiq)
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Agaid Class 8 - Lesson 19
Third Phase of Our Existence Life After Death
Why we fear death

Those who do not believe in life after death and assume death as the painful end of everything,
always live with an intense fear of it.

This is the reason that most people fear death and try to avoid thinking about it. Medical reports
reveal that in the Western hospitals, close relatives, intimate friends and even doctors and nurses
leave the dying patients to die alone and avoid seeing the occurrence of death because of the fear of
death.

In Muslim society, there is no such thing. Relatives and friends live very closely with the dying
person and recite duas and Quran until the last breathing of the patient.

Thus, the major cause of fear of death is ignorance or the feelings of uncertainty. In one hadith it is
mentioned that Imam Hadi (as) went to visit a dying person who was drowning in the ocean of fear.
Imam beautifully explained him the nature of death in the following way;

“O servant of Allah, you fear death because you do not understand it correctly. Tell me: if your body
were soiled with dirt so that it was paining you and afflicted you with sores, and you knew that a
washing in the bathhouse would rid you of all that dirt and pain, would you wish to avail yourself of
the bathhouse to clean yourself of the dirt? or would you be reluctant to avail this facility and will
prefer to remain in your polluted state”

The sick man replied: O descendant of the Prophet: | would definitely prefer to wash myself to
become clean.

Then Imam responded:

“Know, then the death is exactly like the bathhouse. It offers you the last chance to rid yourself of
your sins and to purify yourself of evils. If death embraces you now, there can be no doubt that you
will be freed of all sorrow and pains and will attain an everlasting happiness and joy.”

This clear picture of death in the explanation of the Imam relieved the dying person from the
unknown fear of death and allowed him to die with peace and grace. So mostly people fear death
because they are not sure what is going to happen with them or they know very well that time of
severe punishment has come.

Hazrat Ali (as), The Commander of Faithful, has disclosed the truth that God fearing people do not
have any fear of death as he repeatedly said the following words in his lifetime:
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“I swear by Allah that the son of Abu Talib is more at ease with death than a suckling infant with the
breast of his mother. “

The taste of death

The internal feelings that a dying person has when death approaches him is very difficult to know.
Normally all sorts of communications are blocked between the dying person and the rest of the
world.

But the Holy Quran has clearly told us at two different places that there is a particular taste of death.
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“Every soul shall have a taste of death.” (3:185)
“Every soul shall have a taste of death.” (21:35)

Thus, the Holy Quran tells us that every person will have some kind of strong feeling at the time of
his death.

We know that there are three different kinds of taste, namely, sour, sweet, and bitter. As Quran has
not described any particular kind of taste for death, the intense feelings of death may be sweet, sour
or bitter.

This is true. Both, Quran and ahadits tell us that good people will find a sweet taste in their death,
and bad people will meet a frightful death.
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Agaid Class 8 - Lesson 20
Third Phase of Our Existence Life After Death
Death - A sweet taste

No sophisticated machine can disclose the internal feelings of a dying person. Usually, a person
becomes unconscious before the occurrence of death. During this period the acute pain of the killing
disease or wound disappears and it is replaced by an intense fear or perfect peace.

This is the time when the dying person loses all contacts with the physical world and communication
with the angel of death begins. The internal feelings during this communication can not be made
known by any instrument. However, a careful and knowledgeable person can read the internal
conditions from his facial expressions.

The Holy Quran transmits out the text of inter-communication.
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The angels will say to those whom they cause to die in purity, peace be on you: come into paradise
for what you did.”(16:32)

This verse of Quran tells us that the pious people will be warmly welcomed by the angel of death
with a salutation of peace.

According to the ahadith of our Imams noted by Allama Murtaza Mutahheri as an authentic one, for
the righteous people after their death there are several paradises, not one single paradise. In the
next world they vary according to degree of their intimate proximity to Allah. In addition to these
paradises, there are some other paradises in the Barzakh. Hence the paradise mentioned in the
above quoted verse would give a wrong impression that it relates to the Day of Judgment.

In one hadith, much more details of conversation between the angel of death and the dying person
which occurred just before the commencement of death, has been given. One companion of Imam
Jafar as-Sadiq (as) asked him about the internal feelings of the true believer just near his death.

The Imam answered:

When the angel of death comes to take the soul of a believer, he is at first distraught. But then the
angel consoles him and says:

O friend of Allah, do not distress yourself.
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| swear by the Lord who sent Muhammad as His messenger that we will treat you more kindly and
gently than your father. The angel of death will further say;

Open your eyes and look at us.

Then the Messenger of Allah and Imaams will appear before him, and the angel will introduce them
to the dying believer by saying: This is the Prophet (sws) and the leaders of religion who will be your
friends and companions.

He will then open his eyes partly, and hear Allah calling him as follows:

O soul that found tranquility in the protection of Muhammad and his pure family, now return to your
Lord. You have accepted as truth the authority of the Imams, and because of this you are now
happy. Be certain that you have also earned thereby the pleasure of your Lord. Come now and be
the companion of My chosen elite, and take up the abode that has been prepared for you in
everlasting paradise.

Imam further said; nothing could be more desirable for the believer at that moment than for his soul
to take flight and receive all that it has been promised. This is a clear indication that there will be no
pain or any kind of discomfort in death for righteous people. This is a sweet death.

In the battle of Karbala, Imam Hussain (as) asked his 10 year old nephew, Hazrat Qasim bin
Hassan, just before he was going to sacrifice his life; My dear son! you are going to die, how do you
feel about death? The young Qasim instantly replied with confidence; My uncle | find death sweeter
than honey.

Death - A bitter taste.

But the wicked people will face a dreadful death. Quran has depicted the scene of horrifying death.
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“If you could see the angels when they carry off the souls of the unbelievers: They shall strike them
on their faces and their backs, saying: Taste the torment of fire. This is your punishment for what
your hands committed. Allah is not unjust to His servants.” (8:50-51)

This verse of the Quran also gives a clear picture of what really happens when wrongdoers die. This
is a deadly bitter taste of death. All those people whose conduct was not fair but they were not
rebellious will feel a sour taste in their deaths. The Holy Quran has also described the miserable
dying conditions of such Muslims who were not practicing the Islamic codes of life in this world.
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Agaid Class 8 - Lesson 21
Third Phase of Our Existence Life After Death
Burial

According to the Islamic Shariah, the dead body of the deceased should be buried with full Islamic
honor as early as possible after death. When the dead body is taken for the burial, his guardian
angels go with his body in company of his soul.

During the bath (Ghusl-e-Mayyet ), dressing of Kafan and other burial formalities, the soul feels all
those going with his dead body and listen to the screaming of the relatives and the friends. When
they take the body to the grave, the soul sees the burying of his dead body in a narrow place - The
Grave.

After burial, the guardian angels allow the soul to see off his departing relatives and friends. As soon
as the relatives leave the grave of the dead person, the guardian angels take the soul into the grave
for questions - answers.

It is narrated in a hadith, recorded by Shia and Sunni authentic books, that the Holy Prophet (sws)
has advised the Muslims to stand by the grave of the dead person after the burial, and should pray
to Allah Taala for the forgiveness. The Prophet said, it is the most difficult time for the dead person
as he is put to the questions concerning his beliefs and actions. The Talgeen in Shias is recited at
this time.

The Barzakh (Purgatory) - Resting place of souls.

Barzakh is an Arabic word which means a barrier, i.e., a thing that separates two things. Quran has
used this word to inform us that there is another world between this physical world and the eternal
world where we will live after our death until the day of resurrection.

Quran says;
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“And behind them is the Barzakh till the day of judgment.” (23:100)
Thus, barzakh is the place where every departed soul will live until the resurrection day. No one
knows how long the souls will live there as the time of resurrection is known to Allah only. Even the

Prophets have expressed their unawareness about it.

What happens in the grave?
The first stop in the barzakh is grave. This is the place where the soul of the dead
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person meets with two angels who ask him certain fundamental questions. The names
of these two angels are Munkir and Nakeer. According to the reports from Imams, in the
Barzakh man is interrogated about his faith and belief only. Other questions are left to
the Day of Resurrection (Allama Mutahheri). The soul of the dead person will re-enter
the body and he will be asked by the angels to get ready for the questioning.

Munkir and Nakir will ask the following questions:

WHO IS YOUR RABB (creator)?
WHO IS YOUR PROPHET?
WHAT IS YOUR RELIGION?
WHAT IS YOUR BOOK?

WHO IS YOUR IMAM?
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These questions apparently seem to be very easy and straight forward. We think that,

even a small boy can answer them easily. But in fact, only a true and practicing Muslim
will be able to answer these questions correctly and the rest of the people will become
stunned and perplexed.

In the grave, the unconscious mind (Rooh or spirit) will speak. If the dead person had
recognized Allah in his lifetime by virtue of his knowledge and deep understanding, then
he will be able to answer the first question correctly.

But if he was a materialistic person, his unconscious mind will answer accordingly. He
might respond to the angels telling them - dollar, pounds, shilling, or other things as his
god. It is because; he was worshipping them in place of God in his lifetime. It is narrated
that, those who used to worship idols and images will start worshipping the angels and
will say that they are their gods.

Similarly the second question, i.e., who is your Prophet? and who is your Imam? The
answer will depend on the lifestyle and perception. Those who have sincerely and
wholeheartedly followed the teachings of the Holy Prophet (sws) and the Holy Imams
(as) in their lifetime will instantly give the correct answer.

But, those Muslims who proclaim that they love the Holy Prophet and Imams but were
following the lifestyle and footsteps of some other people, the unconscious mind will
name the same persons instead of Prophet or Imams. These questions and answers
are just to show the dead person, what should be his status in the barzakh and
thereatfter.

The Squeezing of the body in the Grave.

The squeezing of the body takes place in the grave on the first night. For some, this squeezing will
be as two intimate friends embrace each other when they meet after a long time. But, for others this
will be so severe that the ribs of right and left side will penetrate into each other.

Page | 50 Aqaid — Class 8 Www.imamia.org



